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Introduction
This qualitative, phenomenological research study 
explores the perceived barriers to reporting stalking-
related behavior that (n=22) undergraduates self-
reported in an interview setting. The purpose of this 
study is to gain an understanding of such barriers to 
ensure that university administration understands 
their key role in prevention and response to 
stalking-related behavior.
1 in 6 women and 1 in 19 men 
have experienced stalking 
behavior in their lifetime that 
left them in fear of being 
harmed or killed (Baum, 
Catalano, & Rand, 2009)
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Students want
•More education on what stalking is
•Information on reporting options and processes, 
as well as one’s ability to remain anonymous
Through
•More points of contact directly with students 
through active programing and curriculum 
engagement 
•Sustained effort to consciously evolve campus 
practices and culture to adapt to ever changing 
student demographics, political climates, and 
generations 
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Opportunities for 
Institutional Support
0
2
4
6
8
10
12
14
16
Undergraduate Barriers: 
Three Themes
Key Statements
“Since it is such a small university, everyone 
knows everyone… reporting would make 
things awkward.”
“I wouldn’t report if I found the behavior to 
be non-threatening.”
“I wouldn’t report because I wouldn’t know 
if I had all the information correct.”
“I wouldn’t know how the supposed stalker 
would respond.”
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